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I hereby give notice that the  
Community, Culture and Regulatory Committee Meeting 

Hearings for Submissions on Waitaki District Council’s Class 4 
Gambling and TAB Policies 

will be held on: 
Date: Tuesday, 22 March 2022  
Time: 10.45am  
Location: Council Chamber, Third Floor 

Office of the Waitaki District Council  
20 Thames Street, Oamaru 

 

Agenda 
 

Community, Culture and Regulatory 
Committee Meeting 

22 March 2022  
 
 

Community, Culture and Regulatory Committee 
Deputy Mayor Melanie Tavendale Chair 

Cr Jim Hopkins Associate Chair (District Plan Review) 

Cr Hana Halalele Associate Chair (Community Development) 

Cr Jim Thomson Member 

Cr Kelli Williams Member 

Mayor Gary Kircher Member 

 
Alex Parmley 

Chief Executive 
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1 APOLOGIES 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
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3 MEMORANDUM REPORTS 

3.1 CLASS 4 GAMBLING VENUE POLICY AND TAB VENUE POLICY CONSULTATION 
CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSIONS 

Author: Andrew Bardsley, Regulatory Manager 
Authoriser: Roger Cook, Acting Heritage, Environment and Regulatory Group 

Manager    
Attachments: 1. Attachment 1 - Hearings Timetable   

2. Attachment 2 - Verbal Submissions   
3. Attachment 3 - Written Submissions    
 

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
That the Community, Culture and Regulatory Committee: 
1. Receives the information for consideration as required under section 83 of the Local 

Government Act 2002; and 
2. After consideration of submissions, provides officers with direction on whether Council 

wishes to make any amendments to the Waitaki District Council Class 4 Gambling venues 
policy and TAB venues policy. 

 
 
PURPOSE 
To present for consideration the verbal and non-verbal submissions received in response to the 
review of the Waitaki District Council Class 4 Gambling Venues policy and TAB Venues policy. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Waitaki District Council adopted the Class 4 Gambling Venues and TAB Venues policies in 2004. 
Section 102(5) of the Gambling Act 2003 requires a local authority to review Class 4 Gambling Venue 
policies every three years. Section 65E(5) of the Racing Act 2003 requires a local authority to review 
TAB Venues policies every three years also. This consultation process was undertaken to fulfil these 
obligations, under the Local Government Act 2002. 
 
SUBMISSION RESPONSE AND REVIEW OF SUBMISSIONS 
 
Nineteen (19) individual submissions were received on the Waitaki District Council Class 4 Gambling 
Venues and TAB Venues policies review, for consideration at these Hearings.  
The Hearing Timetable is included as Attachment 1; Verbal Submissions are included as 
Attachment 2 (in the order that they will be heard); and Written Submissions are included as 
Attachment 3 to this report. 
 
 
A breakdown of responses to the three options provided follows: 
 
Status Quo (Option 1) – No Change              58%              11 
Sinking Lid (Option 2 and 3)                          42%               08 
Total                                                                                    19 
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Of the submitters who wished to see a sinking lid policy adopted, seven (7) asked for both Option 2 
and 3, with one (1) submitter asking for Option 3 only. 
 
Three (3) submitters asked that no relocation or merger of Class 4 Gambling Venues be allowed and 
included in the policy. 
 
Two (2) submitters asked that no new licences for TAB venues be adopted into the TAB Venues 
policy. 
 
 
A summary of key themes raised through the submission process includes the following: 
1. The harm that gambling does to the community outweighs any benefits of proceeds going back 

into communities. 
2. Removal of gambling machines will only see an increase in online gambling. This results in all 

profits going offshore and communities seeing no benefit at all. 
3. Gambling takes much needed resources away from low-income families. 
4. Schools and sports teams benefit greatly from the gambling proceeds that are distributed back 

into communities. Without these proceeds, families would be asked to contribute more to sport 
and education programmes, not just in monetary terms but also in time. 

5. Gambling places pressure on the community support groups who provide counselling and 
support to problem gamblers and their families.  

 
VERBAL SUBMISSIONS 
Six (6) submitters have confirmed that they wish to be heard in support of their submission. Each of 
these submitters has a maximum of ten minutes to present their verbal submission to Council. 
Included in this allocated timeslot are any questions from elected members in response to 
submission points.  
 
NEXT STEPS 
The steps to be completed are: 

• 22 March 2022: Hearing of verbal and consideration of non-verbal submissions, to be 
followed by deliberations on the same day. 

• 26 April 2022: CCR Committee Meeting to make recommendations to Council on the Class 
4 Gambling Venues and TAB Venues policies. 

• 10 May 2022:  Council Meeting to decide on the recommendations from the CCR Committee 
Meeting on 26 April 2022 
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